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Mission Statement

The Centre County Con-
servation District is a
committed, professional
agency functioning as
the primary local source
of assistance to all
individuals and organi-
zations who benefit
from the county’s natu-
ral resources that we
collectively strive to
sustain and improve.
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Conservation Conversation

Centre County Conservation District
2013 Annual Report

The Centre County Conservation District celebr&@gears of service to Centre
County residents in 2013. The Centre County Cwasien District was formed at the
request of farmers and others in the county wheweerested in conservation of soil
and water resources and land use planning. ThatZaas declared a Conservation
District by the Centre County Board of Commissiome©ctober 1954. The District
was initially organized to provide for the conseiwa of soil and water resources, assist
in watershed protection and flood prevention, presevoodland and wildlife, protect
public lands, and to protect and promote the hesétfety, and general welfare of the
people within the community. The District is a division of State government and is
administered by a volunteer based Board of Directdihe District board is currently
composed of four farmer directors, two urban-pubirectors and one county commis-
sioner, along with five associate directors. 1120here were eight full-time employ-
ees. Some of the programs that the District st@ffiinister include: The Erosion and
Sediment Pollution Control Program, National PaliutDischarge Elimination System
(NPDES), Chapter 105 Stream Encroachment, Dirt &@FRoads, Chesapeake Bay
Program, Nutrient Management, Ag Conservation teelhassistance, as well as spon-
sor the County Envirothon and Ag in the Classrooagmms. Monthly board meetings
are held the second Wednesday of each month iBelefonte Willowbank Building,
Room 146 at 7:30 p.m., and are open to the public.

@
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X 2013 Watershed Stewardship Award

~ Mike Savage ~ @
N\

The annual Farm/City Dinner was held on November2D23, at the New Hope Lu-
theran Church in Spring Mills. One hundred andyHive guests joined together for
an enjoyable evening of great food and fellowshipe Watershed Stewardship Award
was given to Mike Savage; a Rush Township Supervisor. Mike has been instrumental

in forming the Central PA SWAP Program to help pobiocal water supplies. A spe-
cial thank you to area FFA educators and studenthéir participation in making this
event a huge success. The table arrangementsaagg¥mbled by the Bellefonte FFA
and CCCD, using locally grown products frétipers Peck in Bellefonte.
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Centre County
Dirt & Gravel Roads Program—2013

The Dirt & Gravel Roads Program strives to reduwsien, sediment and dust pollution relating ta dird gravel roads.
Many Conservation Districts participate in a grnardgram to fund projects with the goal to minimgssgliment transport
from public roads—with a special focus on roadspecial protection watersheds. Funding is limteedoads open to
public use and municipalities that wish to partidg must have personnel that have recently (whhyears) attended
the program’s two-dafgnvironmental Sensitive Maintenance (ESM) training workshop.

The Centre County Conservation District receiveapglications from 2 Centre County municipalitie20iL3, for po-
tential funding of dirt and grave road projectsftef site visits were complete and evaluated, igbdst ranked site was
selected by the District’s Quality Assurance Bo@péB, consisting of representatives from the PAhRSsBoat Com-
mission, Natural Resources Conservation Serviatttaa District), and funded for a total of $12,000.

The participant with approved projects for 2013 was
Penn Township: Approximately 1725’ of Tunnel Road

« This project included installation of Road Baseenat, Driving Surface Aggregate (DSA), and staiilg this
length of road.

« The Centre County Dirt and Gravel Roads Grant Rmogully funded the $12,000 grant request for ghigect.

« Penn Township funded this project with approxima&s3,000 of their own funds for materials, labard &quip-
ment use beyond what the grant would cover—fotal fivoject value of over $20,000 invested on $eistion of
public roadway.

2013 D&G Roads Project completed; newly installed DSA
(Driving Surface Aggregate) on Tunnel Road in Penn
Township.

Contact the Centre County Conservation District fieore infor-
mation regarding the Dirt and Gravel Roads Progoamncheck out
the Center for Dirt and Gravel Road studies website
http://www.dirtandgravel.psu.edu/.
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Two of Four PENNVEST Projects Complete—2013

In 2012, the Centre County Conservation Districs @wevarded over $2 million from the Pennsylvaniaanf
structure Investment Authority (PENNVEST) Non-Pdsturce Program to install agricultural best manage
ment practices on four farms in Centre County. Pnaects were completed in 2013. One completegept
is located in Ferguson Township, and the othertémtan Marion Township. The two remaining projecise

in Spring Township and the other in Curtin Townslaige currently under construction and should eptet-
ed in the first half of 2014.

The photo shows the resource concerns on the Fergu-
son Township Farm. Runoff from a 7-acre winter
sacrifice lot was impacting Halfmoon Creek.

Almost o ysarty svent. . snow meft causes
an area of concentrated flow to form.

2
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A 40’ x 144’ Roofed Heavy Use Area (RHUA) with ad-a
jacent 40'x80" Roofed Manure Stacking Pad. Cows are
overwintered on the RHUA, eliminating the 7 acrerdizce
lot which will now be managed as permanent pasture.

A 44’ x 216’ Roofed Heavy Use Area (RHUA ) with a
24’ x 232’ x 8'2 deep under house manure storage st
ture. Heifers and dry cows are kept on the RHUArye
round with an access to managed pasture. Thee2-ac
sacrifice lot will be managed as permanent pasture.

2 Before 4

This dairy farm in Marion Township shows a 2-
acre sacrifice lot used by 150 heifer and dry cows.
An area of concentrated flow runs through the Id
and eventually discharges into Cedar Run.

—
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Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Program

The Conservation District continues to administer €Chapter 102, Soil Erosion Control, NPDES peimngjtfor
stormwater discharges from construction activitiags] chapter 105, Dam Safety and Waterway Managemen
programs through delegation agreements with th®Bpgartment of Environmental Protection.

An annual summary of program activities for 2013:

Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Plan (E&S)iews............. 94

E&S plan Review Fees collected..............coovviiiiiiiiii i, $51,213
NPDES General PermitS.........cove i i 25,
NPDES Individual Permits......... ..o 12
NPDES Permit Fees collected..............cooviiiiiiineiee i, $29,000
Complaints Investigated............ccovie i e 39
INSpections CoONAUCEEd.............oviiiieii e 120
Chapter 105 Stream General Permits Acknowledged................ 33
Chapter 105 Stream General Permit Fees Callecte.................. $4,975*

* The Chapter 105 Stream General Permit fees are new for 2013, as we started collecting these feesin May 2013. Also note, the
number of E& S plan reviews, review fees, number of NPDES Permits and permit fees, are all lower than 2012 numbers.

A Filter Compost Silt Sock provides a dimensionlgf that retains
sediment and other pollutants.
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Grant Updates—2013

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation —Chesapeake BaySmall Watershed Grant, Penns Creek Watershed

The Centre County Conservation District continuedtilize funding from a Chesapeake Bay Small Wsited Grant it
received from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundati The grant funds are to be used to addresanasooncerns on
farms located in the Penns Creek watershed. Tdr épr $75,000 was awarded to the District in 2012

Department of Environmental Protection--Growing Greener Grant, Little Fishing Creek Watershed

The Centre County Conservation District continuedttlize funding from a Growing Greener Grantateived from
the PA Department of Environmental Protection. grent funds are to be used to address resourceraon farms
located in the Little Fishing Creek watershed. ghent for $312,432 was awarded to the Distri@042.

Department of Community and Economic Development —\&tershed Restoration and Protection Grant

The Centre County Conservation District was awa&#D,226 from the Department of Community and Boaio
Development Watershed Restoration and Protectiogrm. The grant funding will be used to addressurce con-
cerns on a farm in Spring Township, a farm in Halém Township and a stream restoration project imtlVéownship.

Department of Environmental Protection—Growing Greener, Plan Writer Grant
The Centre County Conservation District was awa®&21250 to contract with a plan writer(s) to depeManure Man-
agement and Agriculture Erosion & Sediment Corflahns for Centre County farmers.

Nutrient Management

The Centre County Conservation District staff rexed 4 new Nutrient Management Plans and 3 plan dments. Six
of the seven plans were for Concentrated Animal Operations (CAOs); one was for a Concentrated Animal Feeding Oper-
ation (CAFO). Six of the seven plans were apprdwethe District Board. One plan was deemed apmatdecause it
surpassed the 180-day review deadline.

Manure Management

The Centre County Conservation District has cotdhwith 2 plan writers to develop Manure Managenag Agri-
cultural Erosion & Sediment Control Plans. If yane in need of either of the two mentioned plans gen contact the
District at 814-355-6817 to be put on a list tod#ivese plans developed for your operation. Tises@ out of pocket
cost of $50 for each individual plan. The Distrgli cover the rest of the costs through a Grow@rgener Grant.

Conservation Update

On November 21, the Commonwealth Financing Authd@dict 13) awarded two grants to Centre County pizgtions
for environmental restoration work. The Penns &alConservation Association received $250,000 ttinén their
group’s mission of preservation and protectionhefland and water in Penns Valley. They plan stalhagriculture
Best Management Practices on four farms in theeyatestore 1.2 miles of Muddy Creek through aor@sion project,
and use some of the funding to support their stnesmitoring activities. CCCD will work closely viitPVCA on the
farms in Penns Valley and we will help to implemtrd proposed practices.

The District received $289,226. CCCD plans toah®8MPs on two farms, one in the Halfmoon Creekt&vshed, and
the other in the Nittany Creek Watershed. TheYyaldlo undertake a stream restoration projectérBald Eagle Creek
Watershed. The District will partner with the UFssh and Wildlife Service to repair a badly erodedtion of Bald
Eagle Creek near Port Matilda.

All of these projects will reduce the nutrient gadlutant loads to our county streams and helpésgrve and protect
the environment in Centre County. We are gratiefiuthe generous grants that enable us to do otk.wo
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Environmental Education—2013

Environmental education at the District is multtéted
and addresses several generations. We have ge acti
in-school visitation program with local school dists,
teaching nonpoint source pollution to elementary ag
students. In the spring, we visit classrooms éBklle-
fonte Area School District, and in the fall concate on
schools in the State College Area School Distritte
participate in Penns Valley Environmental Education
activities at the Muddy Paws Marsh and at the Emvir
mental Center at the school.

We took part in Clean Water Days at the Black
Moshannon State Park in April; hosting 587 students
from Clearfield and Centre counties. Students ftoen
Bald Eagle Area School District and Philipsburg #&re
District attended this event which was sponsorethby
Central PA Source Water Alliance for Protection.
Assistance was provided to Penn State’s Arbor Day
program which was attended by 600 fourth gradeévs.
joined the Beech Creek Watershed Association when
they taught 100 students from Mount Nittany Middle
School about Acid Mine Drainage in the Snow Shoe
area. Support is given to the education progratheat
Bald Eagle State Park by assisting the Educati@ti@p
ist with some programming.

Watershed Organizations — Activity Update:

Volume 27, No. 1

Our emphasis moved to the high school level when th
District sponsored the Centre County Envirothorg he
each year at the Bald Eagle State Park. Distecignnel
also assisted this year with the State and Nortlergan
Envirothons. The college-age population was redche
when we visited a PSU class to make a presentetitin
tled “How to Fund Stream Restoration Projects”.

Adult residents in the county were addressed thrahg
sponsorship of workshops. The District sponsonex t
Manure Management workshops in 2013; one in January,
and one in March. They were both held at the @erdll
Lions Club. We assisted the League of Women Vaters
organizing a Climate Change forum in March, feaimithe
world renowned PSU professor Richard Alley. Durihg
summer months, the District collaborated with tledd3
fonte Art Museum to present an environmental segis
tled "Waterways—a Celebration of Nature”. ThetbDct
planned the education events, including arrangingj@iest
speakers, that accompanied the three month extfibit
paintings of Centre County streams.

The District participates in county festivals, andhibits a
display at the annual Grange Fair. We co-host the
Farm/City dinner in the fall. We also sponsor atpp
contest for grades K-6. A seedling sale is hetthespring.

There are many environmental organizations workiagl to improve the water and land in Centre Cauktyummary of
some of the activities that the Centre County Crowagin District supports is provided below. Formmm-depth
information about these activities please consdtibdividual web sites.

Beech Creek Watershed Associationwww.beechcreekwatershed.org

In December 2013, a Beech Creek Watershed Stalexisatteeting was held at Bald Eagle High School. li&mis was
placed on the many past accomplishments of BCWHRiput was directed at the future of the watershiée meeting
was sponsored by the West Branch of the SusquelRestaration Coalition, a group that has been waorkin capacity
building with the Beech Creek Watershed Associatiailow up meetings are scheduled to implementesofthe many

suggestions that participants made.

Bald Eagle Watershed Associationwww.baldeaglewatershed.com

The Bald Eagle Watershed Association has been ngrkith the Western Pa Conservancy and the Bayete€Cen a
capacity building program. They are planning taalisa Canoe Access on Spring Creek at the MilegkRommunity

Park, with assistance from WPC.

Spring Creek Watershed Associationwww.springcreekwatershed.com

This group continues to host guest speakers wisepténteresting and timely information to its memsbon a monthly
basis. They continue to focus on encouraging watppliers in the watershed to develop Source WRtatection Plans

via the DEP Source Water Protection Program.
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Spring Creek Watershed Commission

The Spring Creek Watershed Commission also hoststgpeakers on a monthly basis. Their meetingsoxered by
C-Net and they can be viewed at various times tjfiout the month. The Commission recently sponsaiedture
entitled Medications in our Environment by Dr. AedrPeterson.

Penns Valley Conservation Associationvww.pennsvalley.net

Andrea Ferich continues to serve as the Executikecdr of PVCA. Jim Flanagan was recently hiredresEnviron-
mental Education Coordinator. Jim will work witretRenns Valley School District to provide enviromtad education
experiences for local students at the school, @ld frips and at Muddy Paws Marsh. The group lheast@d riparian
buffers throughout the watershed and is currentdgkwng with the District on implementing AgriculairBest Manage-
ment Practices on farms in the Penns and Elk Gradérsheds.

Moshannon Creek Watershed Coalitionwww.moshannoncreek.org

MCWC is working with Trout Unlimited on Capacity Bding. They have developed Acid Mine Drainage siga for
public education outreach at three locations aldnghannon Creek.

PaSEC www.ccpasec.centreconnect.org

The PA Senior Environmental Corps. continues toitnostreams throughout Centre County on a mortthbis, in-
cluding sites in close proximity to Marcellus dritj in the Beech Creek Watershed. They conducasisede analysis
utilizing the Hach kits, colorimeters, and varigusters. The Beech Creek samples are collectecaiad to Lock Ha-
ven University where students analyze them.

Water Resources Monitoring Project www.springcreekwatershed.com

Lori Smith was recently hired as the new WRMP cowtbr. Under her direction the group will continto monitor
streams and springs in the Spring Creek watergkednnual report will be published in the spring.

ClearWater Conservancy www.clearwaterconservancy.org

CCCD is working with ClearWater to plan s Clean{Di@y, scheduled for April 26. This largest conseprabrganiza-
tion in the county is active in a riparian stewdiggprogram, developing land conservation easemantsin environ-
mental education.

League of Women Voterswww.palwv.org/centre

The LWV local environmental committee has sponseatbus outreach activities that have been widinated by the
community. They will be planning an event for 2014.

Spring Creek Chapter of Trout Unlimited: www.springcreektu.org

A TU member, Art Kempf, recently completed a timeliof projects on Spring Creek from 1999 to thesent time.
The chapter completed a habitat project with th&iBla and Boat Commission on Spring Creek neardWileg and
they have initiated a Backyard Buffer program. Tineiw president is Bob Vierck.

Talleyrand Park Committee: www.bellefontearts.org

The park committee completed the Spring Creek Wallect this spring. They received additional fungdfor stream-
bank restoration and they will once again work W®FWS to install some Best Management Practicespoimg
Creek. One of the committee members, landscapeect Carolyn DuBois, designed a riparian buffiangor the
Park. The committee is currently seeking fundingtiie implementation of this plan.

Talleyrand Park Edible Garden committee:

The Edible Garden committee will be expanding taelgn this year. They will continue to grow vegétaland herbs
that are beautiful and edible. All produce is giteithe Bellefonte Food Bank.

Central Pennsylvania Source Water Alliance for Progction: www.centralpaswap.com

This group has recently developed a new web sidlecegated and printed brochures. They are plarniogce again
sponsor the Clean Water Days at Black Moshannae 8&rk. Over 500 students from Clearfield and @etunties
plan to attend. Central PA SWAP purchased wateplgypotection signs with WREN grant funding anéytare
currently working with townships and Penn Dot tstall them. Their chairman, Mike Savage, receivedwWatershed
Stewardship award from the Centre County Consemadistrict this year for his work in protectingrdocal water
supplies.
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